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Should I be asked what Etsy is, I would say it is an online 
platform where artists and crafts sell their art and crafts. But in 
my mind, I would answer: Etsy is my glorious ‘duck pond’.  

All my artwork seems to be related to a lake or a pond. Picture 
this: Mandarin ducks are resting near a pond or taking a splash 
or swimming closely together. The pond is surrounded by flowers, 
water plants or bamboo. Butterflies are fluttering and there are 
many kinds of birds nearby. There are dragonflies and when you 
walk by the pond, your keen eye will notice many blue and orange 
Koi carps. Perhaps you spot a couple or turtles? All these 
wonderful animals, insects and fish are at my Etsy. They 
symbolize love (mandarin ducks), longevity (turtles), lotuses 
(purity & enlightenment), prosperity (koi carp), tulips (love), and 
pumpkins (rebirth & harvests).  
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Male mandarin ducks go through an eclipse to lose much of his 
colourful feathers. This is a good thing. There is no need for him to 
stand out so much over the winter; it would put him extra to risk of 
hungry predators. After the winter, he -if possible- reconnects with his 
wife.  

We are happy to see a mandarin duck swimming side by side to 
confirm their bond. And Mandarin ducklings are the cutest! From day 
one they feed themselves because mum-duck would not be able to 
feed her many ducklings all by herself.  
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Now, let us talk about buying or commissioning a mandarin duck 
artwork. I always accept mandarin duck commissions and I like 
customers to be as specific as they like to be. How would you prefer 
your mandarin ducks? Should the ducks be side-to-side, drake or duck 
taking front stage? Are they swimming or resting, do you need a 
background of a lotus pond, a bamboo pond, a forest? Mountains in 
the back, overflying birds? Should the mandarin ducks be regular, that 
is colorful, or should they be white? Does the lotus flower be pink, or 
white? Shall I draw a decorative border with hearts, gold, blue or 
green? Or perhaps this is all too much and you just like to order 
mandarin ducks and you allow me to surprise you?  
 
Depending on whether I am working on commissions, I set out to 
work instantly and I keep customers posted with photo updates. I like 
to do this because that provides the customer with the feeling of 
regularly visiting my workroom and watching the artwork grow.  
  
I keep mandarin duck artwork that I have sold on my Etsy so that 
customers can find the composition they prefer best. Feel free to 
contact me to discuss your wishes.  
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Once your mandarin duck drawing, water colour, or gouache paining 
is ready, I ship it safely stored inside a sturdy artist tube. This tube is 
brand new and should be re-used till it falls apart. I very carefully 
pack and ship with track & trace. Before unpacking, please read the 
unpacking instructions. After that…the mandarin ducks will delight 
you and fill your room with feelings of happiness, love and fidelity.  
At Etsy, I sell mandarin duck notecards. These are richly illustrated and 
could be used to put in a small (A5/A6) frame.  
 
 

 
Mandarin Ducks & Fengshui.  
Fengshui advises you to show mandarin ducks in your home to enhance and 
attract love. The importance of Mandarin Ducks for love is evident from the fact 
that in real life these are one partner ducks. If they get separated, they are unable 
to live. Whether this is always the case, I do not know but I have seen ducks and 
swans staying close by their dead partners (for days) and it breaks your heart. 
My guess is, the fidelity of swans and mandarin ducks is more than just a myth.  
 
Paula Kuitenbrouwer  
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At Etsy 

At Instagram 
At Linktree  
Paula’s Website  
 

 
 
I have many mandarin duck notecards at my Etsy. Here is a set that I 
ship instantly: 
Mandarin Duck Double Folded Note Card 
 
 

 


